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Kansans live more than half an hour 
from the nearest neighboring town, 
communities are stitched together by 
what they hear on the radio. 

For more than 40 years, Tad Felts 
has been broadcasting high school ath-
letics and reporting north central Kan-
sas news for KKAN–KQMA radio in 
Phillipsburg, but after several decades 
chronicling hundreds—or more likely 
thousands—of sporting events, Tad de-
cided a couple years back it was time 
to watch a few more games from the 
bleachers rather than the press box. 
Now, this month, he will retire from 
radio altogether. 

Tad first started his radio career in 
Garden City at KIUL as a high school 
sophomore in 1948, working after 
school and at night for free. During his 
time at KIUL, his main duties were 
cleaning the floors and playing records. 
While he was a student at Fort Hays 
State University in 1951, Tad worked at 
KAYS radio station in Hays and upon 
graduation at KLOE in Goodland. Tad 
found his eventual home with the team 
at KKAN–KQMA in Phillipsburg in 
1972. 

Given his decades of experience in 
broadcasting, Tad knows the business 
well and takes great joy in teaching 
others. Gerard Wellbrock, the sports 
director of KAYS radio in Hays and the 
voice of the Fort Hays State Univer-
sity Tigers said this about Tad: ‘‘He 
was a good mentor, I learned so much 
from him. The work ethic, how to deal 
with people, the relations you build 
with athletic directors and coaches. 
It’s hard not to like Tad. And you 
learned a lot about work, and life, just 
by being around him.’’ 

In gyms across north central Kansas, 
the KKAN–KQMA banner can be seen 
at high school basketball games, wres-
tling tournaments, and State cham-
pionships. In fact, it is because of Tad’s 
dedication that the radio station is so 
often present. Families who can’t make 
the game in person, often because they 
are working long hours on the farm, es-
pecially appreciate local radio hosts 
being there because they can still 
catch the details of the game. 

In rural America, entire communities 
revolve around how the high school 
sports team is doing. It is a common 
topic of conversation while standing in 
the checkout line at the grocery store 
or while dining at a neighborhood res-
taurant. 

By no means is Tad a one-trick pony, 
though. Cherished equal to his sports 
reporting are his updates from the field 
during wheat harvest season, in which 
Tad will drive straight up to a farmer 
in his combine and record an interview 
from the cab. This is in addition to the 
full slate of city council and school 
board meetings, county fairs, and an-
nual parades. 

For years, Tad’s knowledge and 
sunny disposition has greeted folks 
tuning in to local radio. One former 
peer of Tad’s said this about the sig-
nificant impact he has made: ‘‘KKAN– 
KQMA Radio has played an integral 

role in the lives of people in the Phil-
lipsburg area, and Tad has always been 
a driving force behind that station’s 
programming and its scope of commu-
nity service.’’ 

His professionalism was recognized 
by his peers when Tad was inducted 
into the Kansas Association of Broad-
casters Hall of Fame in 2010. Inductees 
to the hall of fame are selected based 
upon their contributions to the broad-
casting profession, their broadcast ca-
reer, and their recognition and awards 
received, and Tad is an extremely de-
serving recipient. 

Today I want to express my gratitude 
to Tad Felts for helping to strengthen 
the close bonds of rural communities 
through his years of faithful service. I 
want to congratulate him on a job well 
done for the past nearly six decades. 
Tad’s been a tremendous friend to me 
over the years, and his work has served 
as a bedrock for many of the commu-
nities I grew up in and care deeply 
about. 

Tad, I wish you all the best and 
thank you for everything you have 
done to improve the lives of so many in 
our great State.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13047 OF MAY 20, 1997, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BURMA—PM 48 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to 
Burma that was declared on May 20, 
1997, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 20, 2016. 

The Government of Burma has made 
significant progress across a number of 
important areas since 2011, including 
the release of over 1,300 political pris-

oners, a peaceful and competitive elec-
tion, the signing of a Nationwide 
Ceasefire Agreement with eight ethnic 
armed groups, the discharge of hun-
dreds of child soldiers from the mili-
tary, steps to improve labor standards, 
and expanding political space for civil 
society to have a greater voice in shap-
ing issues critical to Burma’s future. In 
addition, Burma has become a signa-
tory of the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency’s Additional Protocol and 
ratified the Biological Weapons Con-
vention, significant steps towards sup-
porting global non-proliferation. De-
spite these strides, the situation in the 
country continues to pose an unusual 
and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of 
the United States. 

Concerns persist regarding continued 
obstacles to full civilian control of the 
government, the ongoing conflict and 
human rights abuses in the country, 
particularly in ethnic minority areas, 
and military trade with North Korea. 
In addition, Burma’s security forces, 
operating with little oversight from 
the civilian government, often act with 
impunity. We are further concerned 
that prisoners remain detained and 
that police continue to arrest critics of 
the government for peacefully express-
ing their views. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency with re-
spect to Burma. 

Despite this action, the United 
States remains committed to working 
with both the new government and the 
people of Burma to ensure that the 
democratic transition is irreversible. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 17, 2016. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:54 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, without amendment: 

S. 1492. An act to direct the Administrator 
of General Services, on behalf of the Archi-
vist of the United States, to convey certain 
Federal property located in the State of 
Alaska to the Municipality of Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

S. 2143. An act to provide for the authority 
for the successors and assigns of the Starr- 
Camargo Bridge Company to maintain and 
operate a toll bridge across the Rio Grande 
near Rio Grande City, Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1150. An act to amend the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 to 
improve the ability of the United States to 
advance religious freedom globally through 
enhanced diplomacy, training, counterter-
rorism, and foreign assistance efforts, and 
through stronger and more flexible political 
responses to religious freedom violations and 
violent extremism worldwide, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 1887. An act to authorize the Comp-
troller General of the United States to assess 
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